
2016-2017  2nd – 4th  Grade Theme Curriculum Overview 
Expansion  

 
Over the course of the whole year and within the context of studying Ancient Greece, 
Rome, China and Japan we will be looking at the concept of expansion and how this 
relates to our own lives.  We will explore this in our bodies, our lungs, our energetics, our 
states of mind.  We will look for this in nature, the feeling of the seasons, the effect of 
different environments and landscapes.  We will also look at how our culture and society 
is expanding and how that relates to these ancient cultures we are studying.   
 
 

September to 
October 

November to 
January 

February to March April to May 

Units of 
Study 

Unit 1: Ancient 
Greece 

Unit 2: Ancient 
Rome 

Unit 3: Ancient 
China 

Unit 4: 
Ancient 
Japan 

Big 
Questions 

What happens when 
expansion and power 
meet? 
 
When two groups 
have different values 
and live in the same 
community, what 
happens? 
 

Can a group of 
people expand 
indefinitely? 
 
Why does one 
group of people 
conquer another 
group of people? 
 
What contributed 
to the collapse of 
Ancient Rome?   
 
What can we learn 
from what 
happened so that 
our community 
doesn’t follow the 
same path? 

How did travel and trade 
effect the expansion of 
Chinese civilization ? 
How does trade effect 
human 
development/growth? 

What is a code 
of conduct? 
 
How did the 
Japanese 
hierarchy and 
the systems that 
supported that 
hierarchy 
develop? 
 
How does 
hierarchy effect 
expansion? 

Learning Goals / Skills 
Creativity and Innovation, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication, Collaboration, 

Information Literacy 
Media Literacy, Flexibility and Adaptability, Initiative and Self Direction, Social and Cross-cultural 

skills, Productivity and Accountability, Leadership and Responsibility 



Projects Geography: Begin a 
growing map for the 
year.   
 
Timeline:  Begin a 
growing timeline that 
we continue adding to 
as we learn things 
throughout the year. 
 
Food:  Ancient Greek 
feast prepared for 
school lunch 
 
Research and Acting: 
Sparta vs. Athens - 
Learning the different 
values of the different 
major cities in Ancient 
Greece.  Act out life in 
Sparta and Athens. 
 
Sports: Greek 
Olympics Day 
L.A.: Read aloud 
book: Illiad,   Greek 
mythology 
 

Food: Roman 
Dinner party 
 
Research: 
Research Project 
and report writing 
on a topic from 
Roman history 
 
Art: Mosaic for 
the nature park or 
garden 
 
Acting:  A day in 
the life of a 
Roman School 
 
Architecture: 
Diorama of 
Ancient Rome 
 
Science:  Build 
Roman  
Catapults, study 
volcanology with 
Pompeii as an 
example 
 
L.A.:  Write a 
research paper, 
learn how to do 
research, read 
Roman mythology 

Food: Make Chinese 
dumplings 
 
Celebration: Chinese 
New Year/lantern 
festival 
 
Mapping: The Silk Road 
from China and trade 
routes  
 
Simulation: Act out the 
Silk Road and trading 
goods.  Develop a 
system of trade within 
the school 
 
Movement: Tai Chi 
 
Math: Tangrams 
 
Religion:  Yin and Yang 
Different religions 
meeting and exchanging 
ideas along the Silk 
Road 

Diorama of 
Japanese village 
and how the 
Samurai fit into 
the overall 
structure of 
Japanese 
society.  
 
Studying and 
acting out the 
Samurai culture 
 
Building a 
Japanese Rock 
Garden  
 
Acting:  Noh 
style theater 
production  
 
L.A.: Research 
and writing: 
Comparison 
paper on the 
different 
cultures we 
studied 
 
Science/Art: 
Build a Japanese 
Rock Garden for 
the Nature Park 

 

	


